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THE BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST. 


;SighU and Thoughts. 

In my last I promised to say something 
•bout the route from Kansas City to Lathrop, 
and I will now try to do so. 

Kansas City claims a population of 75,000. 
A stranger may an well believe it as to limit 
proof to the contrary. We reached this point 
May 7th. about 9 : 40 p. m ., leaving us fifteen 
minuter to make our preparations to board 
the train on the I'nion Pacific railroad. We 
got aboard the emigrant ear just as they were 
rend v to move out, and in half a minute by 
the senses of si^ht and smell we discovered 
that it would not suit us. After running a 
few blocks we stepj»ed otf and returned, half 
sick of our emigrant ticket, hut honing t o do 
better the next train. In this way we bad the 
pleasure of lying over a whole day in Kansas 
City. 

May Sth was improved in replenishing our 
lunch basket, in making fuller preparations 
for the trip, and in sight-seeing. It was a 
busy day, but we were glad that we waited. 
It will puy any one passing this way to spend 
a day in this city. During* the da)* we met a 
number of 1*1*011* who were going to various 
points on the Pacific coast, but it was not mi 
til about 7:30 p. in., that we were jiermitted 
to enter our car ami to get acquainted with 
our company. We now breathed more freely 
for we found that we should have plenty of 
room, a clean ear, and rc*i lettable society. 

Our near neighbors were Mr. and Mi's. J. 
W. Howard and Mr. and ill's. M. Rogers, ail 
from Franklin county, Ohio, about seven 
miles north of Columbus. They are well-to- 
do farmers, and were going to California to 
see friends and sights. We were pleased 
with their coin] tuny and found them to be ex- 
cellent neighbor*. In the opposite direction, 
on one side of the main road, or aisle, lived an 
old lady by the name of Kingsbury, from Lo- 
raine county, Ohio, and ou the other side of 
the way a gentleman from Missouri, The 
former was going to her daughter at San Jose, 
California, and the latter to Idaho. The old 
lady is a member of the Methodist church, 
ana manifested a true Christian spirit, and 
was an enjoyable traveling companion. The 
gentleman from Missomi was in delicate 
health, and was in search of a better climate. 
He made no profession, but his wife, he said 
is a sister. Besides these there wore 
jolly Germans, and R. K. Lee, a young man 
from Tennessee, and a distant relative of the 
famous rebel general of the same name. He 
was an ex|)eit in the use of the mouth organ, 
and furnished us some good music. There 
were a few others, but as they lived a little 
farther away we did not get so well acquaint- 
ed. 

Leaving Kansas City at 
moved up the Kansas valley 
Of course it was bedtime, hut it reminded" us 
so much of going to annual meeting that we 
did not want to be asleep just then. A little 
more than an hour brought us to the famous 
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Bismarck Grove. What memories crowded 
upon us ! Be- baptism, Bulc to all the 
churches, Adjoining Elders, Minority Kule, 
pride, malice, bigotry, trickery under the guise 
of religion, all forced themselves iu. I tried 
to think of something really grand and Chris- 
tian done there at the annual meeting in 1883, 
but I could not ; and as we made our way 
westward I tried to hoi>e that we had crossed 
the line of annual meetings. A few days 
mtore and Daytou will witness a similar scene; 
and before this article will reach my readers, 
that meeting will add another chapter to the 
downward course of German Baptist church 
history. I am glad that while designing men 
are at work, God is at work, too, and is mak- 
ing the wrath of man to praise him. I am 
some times asked, "What do you think next 
annual meeting will do with reference to the 
Revised Minutes ?" My answer is that the 
Revised Miuutes will be adopted with very 
little modification, not because they are right 
and satisfactory, but as the best that can be 
done, with a promise to make them what they 
should be as soon as practicable. The object 
will be to keep the brotherhood in susjiense 
and to bring the church gradually and almost 
imperceptibly under the power of human law." 
But I have digressed and must return. 

Soon after leaving Lawrence we lay down 
to rest for the night. We awoke in time to 
see Abilene, the county seat of Dickenson 
county. It has a population of 2,300. and is 
in a fine farming country. Onward and up- 
tward we made our way, and by 2:55 p. m., 
preached Wallace, where the tram stopped 20 
mtes for dinner. This La a small town, 
capital of Greely county, at an elevation of 
3,319 feet, 2^56 higher than Kansas City, 
and 420 miles west of it. Here we saw noth- 
ing but extensive plains, high and dry, need- 
ting irrigation to make it productive. To irri- 
ite here will require artesian wells, as there 
no streams to afford water. 
We soon entered Colorado and continued to 
jd the same dreary, desolate looking 
.At Kit Canon we crossed what they 


call a river. It was wide enough but it lack- 
ed the water. Its name is Big Sandy, a very 
appropriate name, for sand is all we saw. At 
River Bend I asked a gentleman whether 
there was a river in that vicinity. He said, 
"Yes. iudeed." "What is its name f" **Big 
Sandy." "The same we saw at Kit Carson'r* 
"Y-e^s." "Thank*. Good bye, sir." It wtts 
now 9 p. in., and to be relieved from the mon- 
otony we went to sleep, feeling that we should 
not lie drowned at uiiy rute. 

Alton! midnight we reached Denver, where 
our car was rim on a side track and we were 
allowed to sleep quietly until morning. When 
we arose in the morning we were pleased with 
the clear, mild, bracing atmosphere. We 
wnlked out to see the city and get a view of 
the distant snow-clad mountains. We felt 
like walking over to the foothills, bnt we told 
that the nearest ]>oint was twelve miles dis- 
tant. It looked very unreasonable to me, but 
I concluded just to believe it in preference to 
e\ J lerimenting and running the risk of losing 
the train. 

Denver is the capital of Colorado, 03b miles 
from Kansas City, and at an altitude of 5,203 
feet. Colorado is attracting much attention 
at the hands of tourists, capitalists, home- 
seekers and miners. Its area comprises 104,- 
500 square miles of mountains, canons, val- 
ley- and plains. The mountains are covered 
with timber and beneath their surface are un- 
told millions of wealth in gold, silver, lead, 
iron, coal and other minerals. The agricul- 
tural area embraces 6,(X)0.000, and not more 
than 100,000 are in cultivation. The farmer 
everywhere must dejiend ou irrigation. Den- 
ver has a imputation of 50,000, and is a great 
railroad center. In feet it is the center of 
trade and of everything else in Colorado. 

From Denver it is 106 miles northward to 
Chevenne, in Wyoming Territory. We reach- 
ed the latter place at noon, May 10th. This 
place enjoys an altitude of 0O38 feet above the 
MM level, and contains a population of 6,000. 
Wyoming is "in the heart of the Rocky moun- 
tain region. The Union Pacific is the only 
railroad that yet penetrates this territory. 
Cheyenne was once known by the startling 
sobriquet, "Hell on wheels," but now it is 
known as the "Magic City of the Plains." 
The traveller naturally asks "What is there 
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prolific, and it is suid that farming is simply a 
waste of time in this section. But this is the 
Capital of the Territorv and of Laramie coun- 
ty. It contains many fine buildings, excellent 
stores and hotels, and half a dozen churches. 
It is to Wyoming what Denver is to Colora- 
do. It is on the main line of the I". P. rail- 
road, 516 miles from Omaha and the same dis- 
tance from Ogden. From Denver to Chey- 
enne the route is over an extended plain bnt 
all the way in view of the mountains. Giw- 
ly is on this line. It is a pretty place. Breth- 
ren iu passing through this place will think 
of Elder J. S. Flory. his paper, buffalo robes, 
and Rocky Mountain Salvia. And yet he is 
an elder ! 

While Cheyenne is 516 miles from Omaha, 
by our route it is 742 miles fitmi Kansas 
City. Of the rapidity of its growth and busi- 
ness, it is said : "On the 22nd of July, 1807, 
the first lots were ottered for sale by" the Un- 
ion Pacific Railroad company — 60x132 ft. for 
§150. Thirty days after these lots sold for 
1,000 each, and in two or three months there- 
after, the same lots were again resoldat §2,000 
to 82,500. On the 15th o? July. 1867, there 
was but one house at Cheyenne. Six months 
thereafter there were no less than 3,000. The 
government freight transported over the plains 
to Cheyenne, from November, 1867 to Feb- 
ruary, 1808, 4 months, amounted to 6,000 
tons, and. filled twelve large warehouses, and 
for a long time subsequently averaged 15, 
000,000 to 20,000,000 iwuids annually. * * * 
One Arm constructed an entire store, 25x55 
feet, quite substantial, in just 48 hours ; 300 
firms were in operation that winter, doing 
mostly a wholesale business : of this number 
over seventy made sales of over $10,000 per 
month each, and with some firms reached over 
$30,000 per month. The first iwstoffiee was 
established Oct, 30, 1867 ; salary $1.00 per 
month. In two months the U. S. Mails had 
increased so enormously as to average 2,600 
letters per day, and in two months more this 
was doubled and the salary increased to $2,- 
000 per year." — Pacific Ivurut. When will 
philanthropic and religious movements make 
such progress ? When they do we may say, 
"Heaven on Wheels !" 

As you leave Cheyenne, looking to the 
right you will see the Black Hills stretching 
to the north, and to the left Long's Peak 
raises its snow-capped summit high into the 
air. It is always covered with snow, and fre- 
quently obscured by clouds. 

The next place of interest is Sherman, 383 
miles west of Cheyenne, at an elevation of 
8,242 feet. When the road was completed 
here, this was the highest railroad point in the 
world. As you approach Sherman, you will 
see the balanced rocks, and a abort distance 
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to the right of the station, is a rugged peak, 
"near which are the graves of some who quiet- 
ly sleep bo near heaven, and a solitary pine 
tree like a sentinel keeping guard over them." 
A little east of the stat ion is a post bearing 
the announcement, "Summit of the Rocky 
Mountains," 

Xow we begin to descend the western slope 
of the mountain and when we reach Laramie, 
a distance of 23 miles from Sherman, we have 
come down 1 1 19 feel. From Cheyenne to 
Laramie each train has two eugiiies to take it 
safely up and down the heavy guides. Wt 
now enter the great Laramie plains. They 
comprise over two and a half millions of acre's 
and are regarded as one of the richest grazing 
portions of country. 

We slept again, and on the morning of the 
llth, awoke about Granger, 1,100 miles from 
Kansas City. We were again on an up-grade, 
Around us were mountains and plains. Here 
some of our company left us ou the Oregon 
branch. From Granger to the next station 
are biittes on both sides of the road. To the 
left the high peaks of the Tintah Range tow- 
er up in the distance, affording a grand view. 
We are how in the region of moss agates, but 
have neither time nor inclination to hunt' for 
piecious stones. We have passed hundred* 
of miles over mountains and extensive plains, 
through valleys and canons, and to me it 
seems like a wild, dreary waste, with scarcely 
timl>er enough to make a good fire or grass to 
keep a mule a week j but they tell us they 
have access to all the timber they need, and 
pasture enough to fatten thousands of cattle 
and sheep. Well, it may be so ; but, of 
course, their stock is kept back a little from 
the railroad. 
This was Sunday and while we could neith- 
stop nor close our eyes against the many 
strange sights, our thoughts were of other 
times, other places and other people. We 
thought ot dear ones left behind, of the Fair- 
view Sunday school and social meetings, and 
of refreshing seasons enjoyed t here. But as 
we jwssed along and the redskins came up at 
almost every station, thinly clad, dirty, grea- 
sy, and with uncultured minds, we felt the 
necessity of greater and better efforts to ex- 
tend the civilizing and saving influences of 
Christianity. But onward we went until 
about 11 o'clock when we came to a washout 
of about forty feet. Tins was near Evanston. 
Here' more- than an hour was consumed iu 
making transfers, but after we were again on 
our way, we s[)ed rapidly toward Ogden. As 
we pass through Echo and Weber canons, we 
are* lost amid the ever new wonders and sub- 
limities of the serpentine route. Rushing 
streams,towering cliffs, wierd forms and short 
curves all combine to make the scenes be- 
witchingly sublime and fascinating. We 
reach Ogden about 4 o'clock, p. in., and have 
a few hours to take up our new quarters on 
the Central Pacific train and to walk through 
the city. In fact we did not lea ve Ogden un- 
til 10:30 p in., about four horn's after the 
schedule time, as we had to wait on a delayed 
train. This city is the western terminus of 
the Union Pacific railroad, and by agreement 
between the two roads it is the eastern termin- 
us of the Central Pacific. It is If 84 miles 
from Omaha, or 1200 miles from Kansas City 
at an elevation of 4,340 feet above the level 
of the sea. It claims a population of 8,000, 
and is destined to become an important man- 
ufacturing city — the Pittsburgh of Utah. 

Here I must close mv present correspond- 
ence. In my next I wifl try to say" something 
about the most interesting part of my trip and 
the situation in California. We are now locat- 
ed near Lathrop. where our latch-string is out 
as usual. More anon. 

J, W. Beeh. 
Lathroj), Cal., May 23. 


Everything passed off harmoniously. The 
interest was good during the entire meeting, 
when we consider the season. The immedi- 
ate result was twelve accessions. Eight by 
baptism, and four by relation, and indeed! 
believe the work is only commenced. Not- 
withstanding the short nights the ijeople at- 
tended well, and I verily believe there are 
some near the kingdom*. Well, we will let 
the good that the brethren sowed, grow : and 
perhaps till next winter it will be ready to 
reap and gather into the garner. For this 
we hope, for this we pray. Our commuuion 
was an enjoyable season." A bout twenty-eight 
communed. The meeting was very solemn 
and impressive. The large congregation mani- 
fest ed great respect toward us, while engaged 
in the solemn service of the house of God. 
Indeed we have attended few if any similar 
meetings, that were as quiet and orderly. For 
this we are thankful to those present, and we 
thank Gid that we are in the midst of such \a 

people. . 

A few German Baptist brethren when in- 
terviewed, were honest enough to confess that 
we practiced the ordinance, more iu accord- 
ance with the letter of the gospel than they 
do. This is what we want, to get nearer Christ 
and his word which is able to make us wise 
unto salvation. Considering all, our meeting 
waB a profitable waiting upon the Loi-d. A 
house dedicated to God, sinners converted to 
Christ, the minds of our friends mid neigh bom 
disabused, some satisfied who were doubting, 
and lastly the members much built up, 
strengened aud encouraged spiritnally. We 
are now pretty well established, having a 
comfortable house of worship, and though few 
mostly working members ; a Sabbath school 
in working order with fifty or sixty in attend- 
ance. Indeed the Lord has been good to us 
and has blessed us in many ways. For this 
we try to lie tharkiul. Pray for us dear 
brethren, that we may humble ourselves un- 
der the might v hand of God, live soberly* 
pray always, Iftinger and thiist after right- 
eousness, let our ligbt shine, have love one 
for another, may we be steadfast, immoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
for we know our labor is not in vain in the 
Lord. W, A. Harmon. 


From Jane's Hills, Pa. 

As announced in Evaxgelist, our new 
Church was dedicated on May 18th. Elder 
J. B, Wampler preached a very appropriate 
discourse to a crowded house with a multitude 
on the outside. The attendance was excel- 
lent, and all seemed to appreciate the brother's 
effort. He defined the term church, then 
dwelt ou the various uses and abuses of the 
house of God, which were very interesting. 
After the discourse, brother R, Z. ReplogTe 
told the congregation that the house was not 
yet quite free from debt, and extended an op- 
portunity to help liquidate it. The congre- 
gation responded with cash and promises to 
pay, after which brother S. Hildebrand closed 
the meeting. Meeting was announced to con- 
tinue until Tuesday, when the brethren and 
sisters met in council. An applicant came 
forward and was baptized, and the members 
resolved to continue the meetings and have a 
communion meeting on Saturday evening, 
24th. Brother Repfogle started for home on 
Monday, however, ana left brethren Wampler 
and Hildebrand to do the wort, having 
preached but twice. The member's meeting 
was well attended considering we are but few. 


German Baptist Order. 

About two months ago the church visit was 
reported on Portage Prairie, in what is known 
as the Portage congregation. The home el- 
ders are Elders James II. Miller aud Thurs- 
tou Miller. They called Eldere David Ruple, 
of Pine' Creek, and Daniel Whitmer, of the 
South Bend congregations, to assist, who, of 
course, took charge of the meeting. In the 
report of the visit there wereobjections raised 
in the matter of making annual meeting min- 
utes binding on inemlwrs or only as advice. 
There was quite a heated contest, after which 
all were requested to withdraw (when the 
voice of the church would lie taken) that 
would not abide by the order of the church. 
There were fifteen who went out, which left 
thirty in the house, and out of that number 
twelve did not vote, so the fifteen were turn- 
ed out o» disfellowshipped, by a vote of eigh- 
teen out of forty-five members that were at 
the meeting. They also denied us the privi- 
lege of using either church house for our wor- 
ship, consequently we have commenced to 
build new houses. We have one large house 
well under way three miles south of South 
Bend. We met after some consultation at 
the Univeraalist church at Mt. Pleasant, and 
reconstructed a church known as the church 
at South Bend, with ten memliers, and there 
are some members in South Bend and some 
south of there, so we have some show of a 
home after all, aud we feel fi-ee to go forth 
and worship God as we believe to be accord- 
ing to Christ's gospel. There are several 
more in German Baptist ranks that are think- 
ing seriously of leaving them. Brother J. W. 
Fitzgerald is our resident minister. We think 
brother Johu a splendid man iu everv sense, 
and a bold embassador of Christ. We have 
our meetings regular and are enjoying our- 
selves in the Christian welfare. We invite 
all members coming this way to give us a 
call, especially ministering brethren, as there 
is a large field for labor here. We expect to 
dedicate our new house some time in July ; 
we will give notice of it in due time through 
the paper. Brother David Ullery is furnisn- 
ing most of the means for the house, as the 
church is weak yet, aud he has plenty of this 
world's goods, which he proposes to lay out 
in that way. The house contract was let for 
$1,080.00. It is to be a good substantial 
building when it is done. May the good 
Lord prosper us all in the christian warfare, 
is the earnest prayer of your unworthy ser- 
vant. F. H. Frame. 
Warrm Centre, Ltd. * 
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